
Te	lucis	ante	terminum
Anonymous	(GB-Cmc	MS	1 236,	1 20v-1 21 )

Pitch:	Lowered	a	fourth
Clefs:	C1,	C3,	C4
Note	values:	halved
Mensuration:	none	given

Text	derivation	&	translation:

To	thee,	before	the	close	of	day,	
Creator	of	the	world	we	pray:	
That	with	thy	wonted	favour	thou
Wouldst	be	our	guard	and	keeper	now.	

From	all	ill	dreams	defend	our	eyes,	
From	nightly	fears	and	fantasies:	
Tread	under	foot	our	ghostly	foe,	
That	no	pollution	we	may	know.	

O	Father,	that	we	ask	be	done,	
Through	Jesus	Christ	thine	only	Son:	
Who,	with	the	Holy	Ghost	and	thee,	
Doth	live	and	reign	eternally.	Amen.	

3a)	All	honour,	laud	and	glory	be,	
O	Jesu,	Virgin	born	to	thee:	
All	glory,	as	is	ever	meet,	
To	Father,	Son	and	to	Paraclete.	Amen.	

Hymn	at	Compline	for	Sundays,	Feasts,	commemorations	of	the	Blessed	V irgin	Mary,	Dedications,
and	their	relevant	octaves.	* T he	alternative	third	verse	is	given	in	the	Sarum	Rite	for	the	Octave	of
Epiphany	until	the	Puri/cation.

Notes:	
Text	has	been	standardised	into	Roman	Latin	spelling	throughout,	and	punctuation	has	been
added.	See	accompanying	pronunciation	guide	for	suggestions	(including	English	Latin	from
the	period).	Suggested	$cta	has	been	placed	above	the	note,	but	is	at	the	performer's
discretion.	Ligature	brackets	and	coloration	have	been	removed.	The	dissonance	in	bar	11.3
has	been	left	unchanged	to	highlight	the	word	'enemy'.

Suggestions	of	tempo,	breathing	and	dynamic	schemes	are	in	the	keyboard	reduction.	In
general	lines	should	be	phrased	according	to	the	melodic	shape	of	each	line.	Solos	can	be
disregarded,	and	the	chant	could	be	performed	by	a	separate	voice.	

Background:	
This	edition	is	based	on	the	sole	known	source	(GB-Cmc	MS	1236	or	Pepys	Manuscript).	It
is	a	source	of	liturgical	repertoire,	compliled	in	the	1460s	in	or	around	Canterbury	Cathedral.
It	was	later	owned	by	diarist	Samuel	Pepys.	
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(GB-Cmc	MS	1236,	120v-121)
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