The Pepys Project
Pronunciation guide

In general, Latin is sung in the Italianate or ‘church’ form. Below is a table explaining
tweaks that can be made to give an informed idea as to pronunciation of English
Latin in the 15" and 16™ centuries. There can be no definitive version as local dialects
and accents will have informed speech and song. The examples in the table are
designed for British English speakers.

Italianate/Church | English Notes on English Latin
a father apple
e ege get
ae/oe | eh bay
i/y machine ill
o hot hot
u ruler put
au ah-oo ow
eu ee-00 ee-uh
c/sc | ch/sh set before e, ae, oe, 1, otherwise hard
cC tch locks before e, ae, oe, i
ch k hard, as in copy before e, ae, oe, i, otherwise soft
g ilg soft, as in jel before e, ae, oe, i, otherwise hard
gn soft hard, as in Agnes
h mute (hard occasionally) | Sikh unless an initial letter, then light
i/j y jam when consonantal
qu kw quick
r lightly rolled lightly rolled
s sun / laze ‘2’ only between vowels
tia/o see-a / see-oh
XC ksh digs
z lads
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